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In 2007, the New Kemet Harambe Chapter established a 
scholarship in honor of the first Treasurer, Patricia Loyd Handy, 
who was an exceptional and dedicated member and officer.  She 
was an inspiration to young people and a strong advocate in 
promoting educational opportunities for students.   

The Chapter is very pleased to announce the two 2021 
Patricia Loyd Handy Educational Scholarship winners who are 
high school graduating seniors and are planning to attend 
universities located in Illinois.   

Following are brief excerpts from their essay competitions in response to the 

question - “In spite of the recent world events and adjustments to our daily 

routines and lifestyles, do you agree that social interaction should be part of the 

schooling environment, why or why not, and what would you consider to be a 

realistic model – in person or virtual learning.” 

 

Mimi Akintunde-Nieves - Downers Grove South High School 

To Attend the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 

The most realistic model for our education environment 
to maintain this connection is a combination of in 
person and virtual learning. I believe a combination 
model of educators and students working together to 
get an understanding of how to best connect with our 
peers and academics is necessary. If we can share with 
our educators and express our feelings openly, I think it 
sets for a better plan for the teachers to execute their 
plans more effectively.  In my opinion and experience, 
the greatest mode for our learning environments should 
be both virtual and in person. We find our greatest 
strengths in not only our in-person interactions, but the 

innovation provided from virtual learning. 
 



Fatimah Saleh – Pathways in Education-Avondale 

To Attend Northeastern Illinois University 
 

Interacting with other people has been shown to help 
learners organize their thoughts, reflect on their 
learning, and identify holes in their thinking.  Students 
must be taught social skills to succeed in school--both 
straightforwardly and structurally. Face-to-face 
communication frequently results in greater 
understanding. Through the body language and voice 
of the teacher and other students, students will gain 
access to critical information and broader 
comprehension.  Overall, students who receive in-
person education have fewer disturbances, are more 
focused, and can obtain more direct, individualized 
learning experiences, which helps them avoid falling 
behind. In order to advance as a society, we must do 
what is best for our students, and if we are to offer a helping hand to those that 
need extra support, that helping hand starts with in-person learning.  

 

We believe Patricia would be very proud of the legacy she left to preserve and 

to quote one of her favorite education advocates and activist for children's rights, 

Marian Wright Edelman - “Education is for improving the lives of others and for 

leaving your community and the world better than you found it.”   

Honorable Dr. Ethel Leonara Crisp, President, said “The New Kemet Harambe 

Chapter has been very instrumental in encouraging all students to aspire as far as 

their dreams, visions, and goals will take them, and to promote educational and 

outreach programs and events that honor and recognize the significant 

contributions all students have made to our city, state, and country.”  

CONGRATULATIONS to these outstanding students who are destined to leave 

a positive and influential impact in their schools, communities, and our country! 

 


